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P.O. Box 247 

Mad is on. WI 53701 

Freedan of Information Coordinator 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, DC 20505 Feb. 7, 1994 

This is a request for t:econls under t'he Freedom of 

Infonnation Act { f'Oll\). 

All records reJatcd to Lhe subject of Un.i.dent; i.fied Flying Objects 

(UfOs) which were or.iulllOLcd, collected or received by the Central 

Intelligence Agency (C[fl) <luLing the pe1:icd 1950 _to 1980, inclusive. 

'l'l~e tenu UFlJ h L.ypicuJ Jy Dpp.l.ietl Lo s:iljltl.in<JS of olljects .i.n the 

s.ky, air oc space {or 011 u-~e ground after J.ancHnu oc crashing) which 

are not thought to be of co1mon ten:-estt:.i.al odg'inotion, yet appear 

to l>e jntell.igent:ly coHl:ru.lled or IJuidcd, and display Characted.stics 

not associated wllh known aec.i.ul phen(mcna, u.it·ccuft, missiles or space 

vehjclcs. 

The recocds he.i.n<J souul Ll w.i l]llt a 1 so be cateuud zed or filed under 

the followjn~ tem1s: ( 1) "F:tying Saucer-s;" ( 2) "Unknown Entitles;" 

(3) "Alien Spucecca(t;'' (4) "Unjdentifjed (or "Unknown") Aircraft;" 

(UNK A/C) (5) "FAS'I\·'IALI\EH;" (6) "fl.erjal l'l1enoucnu;" oc other t:enm; 

used to denote the SaJLIE! general subject tlklt mi1_.1ht l.>e utilized withjn 

the intelligence cnnuuLJ.ity to disguis~ or mr1sk llLe t.t·ue nature of 

tl~e subject matter. ll,twevcr, f(Jr Ll•e p11qX>ses ()f th.is request and the 

potential 5ulJsequent l:itigati.on,the recocd5 being sought shall be 

referred to as "UrD-relaLed." 
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The CIA's Interest In and Involvement With. UFDS 

While the CIA has, in response to FDIA requests and in public 

statements, cla~ its only interest in and involvement with UFOs 

was a four-day review of the subject in January 1953, the evidence 

overwhe~ning contradicts and bupugns those statements. 

For example, it is vividly clear fram.documents released by the CIA 

as the result of a previous FDIA lawsuit (GSW vs. CIA, 1977-79) that 

the CIA initiated emergency studies of UFOs in July/August 1952, Nov­

ember 1957, January 1965 and October/November 1975. These errergency 

studies correspond to increased reports of UFD activity (known as "flaps") 

during those time periods. 

The flaps in. 1952 and 1965 involved substantial UFD activity over 

and around Washington, OC; the flap in 1957 began with citizens in 

Levellard, Texas reporting encountering huge landed UFDs near roadways, 

during which their automobiles stopped running and failed to function 

while they were in proximity of giant glowing objects but started up 

again the instant the UFOs took off; and in 1975 UFDs repeatedly buzzed 

and hovered over U.S. Air Force Strategic Air Ccmnand (SAC) B-52 bases 

and missile sites from Maine to Montana, were tracked on radar by NORAD 

and chased by NORAD interceptors, and were said by Air Force docunents 

released under the FOIA to have displayed a "clear intent" toward 

nuclear weapons. The 1975 flap also included the reported abduction by 

a UFO and five-day disappearance of an Arizona wocdcutter, Travis Walton, 

plus hundreds of n~stifying mutilations of cattle in Montana, Colorado 

and New Mexico, et al. 

Based upon records released by the CIA under the POIA, the standard 

procedure for the CIA to study UFOs during these flaps was for the CIA's 

Office of Scientific Intelligence to "levy" a collection requirement 

to the CIA's Domestic Contact Service (DCS), whose agents then sought 

out selected American citizens for the purpose of obtaining UFD reports 

and/or information about UFOs. The collected raw data would then be 
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analyzed by experts within the Office of Scientific Intelligence, 

conclusions drawn, and reports made to superiors in the Intelligence 

Directorate (DDI). If warranted, such reports would be formed into 

an intelligence est~nate and presented to the National Security Council. 

For example, in November 1957 DCS agents in Cleveland, Ohio, con­

tacted Ralph Mayher, a TV news cameraman, in order to obtain information 

about a film of a UFO Mayher had happened to take in late July 1952 near 

Miami, Florida, while serving in the U.S. Marine Corps as a photographer. 

The film itself had been turned over to U.S. Air Force Intelligence in 

July 1952 and sent to the Pentagon for study, as declassified USAF records 

no,..r attest, but the Air Force has continuously refused to acknavledge 

possession of the film and evidently did not share any information about 

it with the CIA. In November 1957 DCS agents obtained several still photo 

copies of frames frcm Mayher's UFO fi:)..m (all that he had) and sent them 

to CIA Hqs, where they were "analyzed at the highest levels of the Agency,·· 

according to documents released after the FOIA suit. 

In January 1965, during another flap, an agent fran the DCS Washington,DC 

field office, Albert Coleman, visited the OC headquarters office of 

NICAP, then the nation's largest and leading UFO study club. The purpose 

of Coleman's visit was to obtain UFO sighting reports. A NICAP offiCial, 

Richard Hall, agreed to cooperate with the CIA and provide UFO reports 

on a continuing basis. The reports VJere subsequently returned to Hall by 

mail without comment, and no further requests were made. 

But NICAP was the focus of serious CIA concern, as the requester 

detennined during a lenghty investigation. It was discovered that a long­

term, deep-cover CIA covert operative, Col. (USAF-Res.) Joseph Bryan III, 

had joined NICAP in 1959 and becacre a rrember of NICAP's Board of Governors, 

which at the time included a farner Director of Central Intelligence (OCI), 

Admiral Roscoe Hillenkoetter. Bryan, it was found, had been the founder 

and original chief of the CIA's Psychological Warfare Staff. Although a 

fonrer Navy officer and rrember of the Naval Reserve, Bryan, in 1953, 

switched to the Air Force Reserve and thereafter went on periodic active-
• 
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duty ·assigrnnent~& with the Office of the Secretary of the Air F'orce, with 

which the CIA had established a "cover" arrangement (whereby CIA· deep­

cover operatives could pretend to be Air Force Reserve officers during 

covert assignments). These cover arrangements allowed Bryan and another 

highly-secret CIA Psychological Warfare operative, Charles J. V. Murphy, 

a TIME-LIFE reporter and editor, to travel to Europe, ostensibly as 

a:lvisors to the cmmanding. general of NATO, in order to carry out psycho­

logical warfare missions. Bryan and Murphy spent considerable t~ with 

the Duke and Duchess of Windsor (about whan they wrote a book in 1979), 

during which they were able to hang out with a nunber of leading European 

and American. publishers and editors. 

In December 1969, Bryan, acting as chairman of NICAP's Board of Gov­

ernors (Directors), led an effort that resulted in the forced resignation 

of NICAP's dynamic execut~ve director, Major (USMC-Ret.) Donald Keyhoe, 

a vociferous critic of the goverrment's handling of UFOs. Keyhoe, a graduate 

of the Naval Academy and classmate of forrrer ocr Hillenkoetter, had written 

five best-selling books which setforth his thesis that ~he hierarchy of 

the government knew ~FOs were extraterrestrial spacecraft but orchestrated 

a cover-up in order to prevent public hysteria over the problems associated 

with such recognition 

After Keyhoe's ouster, NICAP, under Bryan's control, was transformed 

fran a vocal critic of the goverrment to a passive recipient of civilian 

sighting re{X>rts. Keyhoe had repeatedly attempted to get Congress to 

investigate the Air Force's handling of UFOs, counting on the te&t.irnony 

of fonner OCI Hillenkoetter, who had public.ly condemned the Air Force '5 

conduct. But Air Force leaned on the CIA to get Hillenkoetter off its back, ( 0 .f.? 
and the CIA in turn pressured him to resign frOTI NICAP, thereby dealing 

a severe blow to Keyhoe's efforts to bring about a Congres&ional investi­

gation. Bryan's 1969 maneuver effectively destroyed NICAP as an influential 

critic of the government's handling of UFD5 and UFO recognition advocate. 

Thereafter, its membership began to sharply decline, and by 1980.the group, 

which had once had over 10,000 members, was dead and buried. 
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NICAP, at its peak, consisted of a nationwide series of interlocking 

local groups scattered across the country called "subconnittes .. " ,·One of 

the founders and &ube.equent "chairman" of the local Washington, OC-area 

NICAP subconroittee wa& Karl Pflock, secretly a CIA briefing officer who 

utilized a 'back-stopped' Department of Army cover. Pflock later became 

an agent with the Washington, OC field office of the CIA's Dome&tic 

Contact Service, all the while continuing a& the head of NICAP."s local 

5ubccnmittee. More recently, Pflock, who had been Deputy Dlrector of 

Operational Test and Evaluation for the Department of Defense and now 

purports to earn a living as a freelance writer, has been associated with 

the Fund For UFO Research, a civilian UFO research group based; in suburban 

OC. The former chairman of the Fund For UFO Research, Dr. Bruce Maccabee, 

has a&nitted holding &ecret meetings on UFOs with CIA officials, namely 

Christopher C. "Kit" Green and Roland "Ron" Pandolfi. The FUnd For UFO 

Research has expended thousands of dollars investigating such matters 

as the 1947 Roswell crash and an ultra-secret government cover-up group 

known as "Majestic-12," which appear to be bogus item6 of disinfoonation. 

MaccaPee told the requester that the Fund For UFO Research had received 

"5everal hundred thousand dollars in covert fW1ding ... Pflock himself 

received a research grant of several thousand dollars fran the Fund, and 

has recently move:::l. to New Mexico, apparently to further his efforts to 

focus attention on the 1947 Roswell case, which appears to requester 

to have been the recovery of collapsed TOP SECRET balloon cluster 

launched from White sands as part of a program to develop high-altitude 

photographic reconnaissance balloons to be flown over the Soviet Uniqn. 

The CIA vs. the USAF Over UFOs 

The Air Force began collecting UFO data in mid-1947, shortly after the 

first civilian sightings of UFDs were reported. The initial study wae. 
co::lenamed "Project Sign." This was changed to "Project Gnr:lge' in 194a 
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In December 1949 the Air Force i5.sued a "Grudge" report ill an attempt 

to have 5.aucer sightings di8mi5.5.ed as post-war or Cold War jitters, then 

closed down the official stu::ly program. In early 1951 the ccrrmanding 

general of Air Force Intelligence at the Pentagon requested UFO studies 

to be reopened, and in 1952 the revitalized UFO stu::ly was assigned the 

ccdencme "Project Blue Book," the Aerial Phenanena Group of the Air 

Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) at Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton,Ohio. 

Air Force Intelligence at the Pentagon designated a senior officer to be 

liaison to Project Blue Book. 

In July 1952, in the midst of a nationwide UFO flap, UFOs were stmultan­

eous+y tracked on radar by air traffic controllers over Washillgton, OC, 

and observed visually by fighter pilots scrambled to intercept them. Near 

the end of July the Air Force held a major news conference in which it 

was claimed the radar/visual sightings were explainable as resulting from 

"temperature inversions," a weather condition ill which wann and cold layers 

of air are illverted.. This, it was found out 25 years later when Blue Book's 

records were declassified, was a hastily concocted explanation the Air Force 

thought up in desperation, having at the time faced demand& by President 

Truman and the news rred.ia to cane up with sane answers. Although the Air 

Force had rrerely "suggested" inversions might be the cause of the sightings, 

the newspapers ran screaming headlines, "AIR FOOCE DEBUNKS UFOS AS JUST 

NATURAL PHEl'OIENA! " 

Meanwhile, behind the scenes, Fred Durant, an officer with the CIA's 

Office of Scientific Intelligence, had approached Capt. Ed Ruppelt, C.O. 

of Project Blue Book, and Maj. Dewey Fournet, AFI liaison to Bl~ Book, 

pretending to be a civilian scientist with the Arthur Little Co. and 

claiming to represent a group of "concerned scientists." The group turned 

out to be Ralph Clark, Ran&om Eng and Phil Strong of the CIA. Durant's 

clever tactics earned Ruppelt's trust and he began sharing Air Force 

reports with the CIA. In August and September of 1952 the CIA'·s Office 

of Scientific Intelligence cane to the conclu5ion that the Air Force's 

efforts to stu::ly UF05 were "scientifically invalid," as FOIA-released 
• 
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documents revealed 25 year& later. 

One must take into consideration that the Air Force was charged with 

safeguarding the nation& airspace, and the fact UFOs were buzzing the 

&eat of goverrment implied it was failing to corry out it& mo&t important 

mission. Therefore, it behooved the Air Force to explain away UFOs whenever 

possible, irrespective of whether such conduct was tmethical, "scientifically 

invalid," and had no relationship _.,ilhatsoevcr with dP.termining if urns were 

figment& of the /l.rrerican imagaination or alien intruder&, or both. 

Iri late 1-952 the CIA attempted to have the National Security Council 

(NSC) grant it control over the &tudy of UFOs, citing the AF's lack of 

scientific validity. But the NSC, wary of offending the powerful military 

e&tablishment, would only allow the CIA to convene a scientific advisory 

panel to review the subject and determine if UFOs "represented a direct, 

hostile tP.reat to national security:' The NSC also mandated that the AF 

would select the. evidence to be presented to the CIA's panel, which was sort 

of like ordering a co_ndemned man to ~ave the rope with which he'd be hung. 

The USAF knew it would be humiliated if the scientists folffid it had. been 

wrong about UFOs, so once again it behooved the AF to be less than candid 

and forthright about the matter, and in essence it stacked the deck. 

Predictably, after four days of secret hearings the CIA's panel found 

that urns were not "a direct, hotile threat to national security." One 

must bear in mind, however, that these events occurred during the Korean 

War, and that in July 1952 the Pentagon had been so overwhelmed by calls 

inquiring about the UFO flap its telephone system was nearly disabled 

and the Department of Defense unable to function. Thus, the CIA's panel 

recrnmended that UFOs be debunked and downplayed in order to prevent the 

developnent of a "morbid national psychology" and a "harmful distrust of 

duly constituted authority." In other words, the public.'::. interest in 

urns was more dangerous than UFOs themselves. 

The next big flap occurred in November 1957. The Air Force casually 

diBmissed the aforementioned Levelland, Texas, UFO encounters as re­

sulting fran "ball lightning." (See p.2) This absurd explanation angered 
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a nunber of Texans, includ:i..ng powerful U.S. Senator Lyndon Johnson, 

then the chai..rnl30 of the Senate Arrred Services Ccmnittee. Johnson 

asked the CIA to conduct a secret investigation of urns, convinced the 

Air Force had dropped the ball. At one point in November, CIA Director 

Allen Dulles phoned Dr. Knox Milsap, then the chief scientist at White 

Sands Missile Range, New Mexico, at 4 A.M. (local tllne), to request an 

investigation of a reported UFO landing in the nearby Organ Mountains. 

According to Dulles a civilian had reportedly snapped some photos of 

the 1anded UFO and the CIA had an urgent need to obtain the photos for 

study. Dr. Milsap blocked photo development shops throughout the area 

immediately, but no such photos were found--at least not by h~. 

After its emergency study, CIA officials once again came to the con­

clusion the Air Force was arbitrarily and capriciously explaining away 

UFD reports that might have important scientific or intelligence value. 

With Sen. Johnson's support, the CIA again proposed to the NSC that it 

be given control of UFO sttrlies. This tllne the NSC &ecretly concurred, 

reportedly issuing an intelligence directive (NSCID) in early 1958 

granting the CIA control over all scientific intelligence, which included 

the collection and analysis of UFO data. 

Although the Air Force continued to operate Project Blue Book until 

it was disbanded in 1969, Blue Book was not in the loop for classified 

intelligence reports on UF06 that were originated by military or intell­

igence components in accordance with JANAP 146E or CIRVIS reporting 

instructions, whereas the CIA was a primary recipient of such mes_sages. 

One might say the CIA got the wheat while the Air Force got the chaff, 

since after 1957 Blue Book was relegated to collecting sighting reports 

fran civilians., for the mos.t part. The greater percentage of these UFO 

sightings by civilian witnesses had prosaic explanations or were hoaxes, 

and the scientific or intelligence value of Blue Books efforts was next 

to nil. Blue Book never had a staff of more than four or five ~;eople, 

incltrling a secretary, but it bravely strcde on, pretending to be the 

sole UFO investigating body of the U.S. government. The Air Force hierarchy, 
• 
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sensing it was getting the shaft as well as the chaff, attempted to 

transfer Blue Book to the Secretary of the Air Force Office of InfoDnation 

( SAFDI). The plan was to respond to attempts to have the Air Force in­

vestigate civilian UFO sightings by sending a fonn letter citing SAFOI's 

lack of investigating capability. SAPO!, not willing to be saddled with 

a public relations nighbmare, declined the transfer. 

Ultimately, the CIA helped the Air Force get off the hook by mounting 

a diabolical covert operation known as the Condon Committee. Dr. Edward 

Condon, a great scientist who had helped develop the atoffiic bomb, radar 

and heat shields for rockets, missiles and sp·ll!.cecraft, was chosen to head 

a two-year stt.rly of UFOs,....-a supposed "impartial scientific stlrly" funded 

by the governrrent that Qegan in 1966. The operation had two highly secret 

purposes: (1) Conduct the u1t~te debunking of UFOs that would result in 

the Air Force being told to shutdown Blue Book, the great PR debacle; arrl 

(2) Allow CIA operatives to travel around the country and world disguised 

as Condon Committee researchers, such as those who infiltrated the team 

of Condon member Dr. Gerald Rothberg of Stevens Institute, in order to 

collect UFO data with hi-tech cameras and devices. The Condon staff even 

helped the CIA make contact with Soviet scientists on UFOs, and this 

eventually resulted in a high-level KGB official coming to Washington, DC 

to work out some sort· of secret non-agression pact on UFO overflights 

in order to reduce the risks of accidental nuclear warfare. 

Coupled with Donald Keyhoe's abrupt di&missal as director of NICAP, 

the Condon operation was hugely successful in relegating UFOs to the 

scrapheap of kooks and quirks, where it re[X)ses tc:day. 

The CIA's Sources and Methods 

Within the United States, throughout the 1950s and 1960s the CIA 

utilized its Domestic Contact.Service {DCS) to collect UFO. data from 

American civilians. Although the CIA was prohibited by charter and law 

to conduct domestic intelligence operations, the creation of the DCS, 

which had a stated· Purpose of interviewing Americans who had travelled 

abroad and .. might have observed 5anething of intelligence va.l.ue, allowed 
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the CIA to circumvent these constraints. Operating out of offices in 

30 to 40 u.s. cities, ocs agents normally showed CIA I.D. cards and 

used real narres. This practice, hcrwewer, presented a problem during UFO 

data collection programs, ·in that DCS agents would have to reveal them­

selves to sources who were not fully vetted or knCMn to be trustworthy. 

Hence, the agents stressed to the sources not to reveal CIA interest in 

UFOs, instructions which were sanetirres interpreted by the sources to 

mean they were to keep silent about their UFO encounters. 

In 1973, the DCS was transferred from the CIA overt directorate, DO!, 

to the CIA's covert directorate, 000, and renamed the "D<;:rrestic Collection 

Division" (DCD). Accordingly, DCD agents no longer had to use real names 

or even show CIA credentials; as covert operatives, they could ostensibly 

cla~ to be affiliated with civilian research or academic groups, or with 

SO'T'e non-intelligence government agency. President Reagan's May 1982 

Executive Order further expanded the CIA's power& to infiltrate danestic 

organizations for the purposes of cover and stealth. 

As part of its efforts to study the subject of UFOs, the CIA has also 

sponsored efforts to detect alien civilizations.. The5e projects. are 

carmonly called "Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence" (SET!), and 

usually utilize large radiotelesoope arrays. For example, in the early 

1960s OCS agents "serviced" a·_ SETI program knO'IJfl as "Project Ozma" at the. 

National Radio Astronomy Observatory at Green Bank, West Virginia. 

Servicing an account entails prqviding covert funding and instructions 

or guidance, and collecting raw data for analyis. "Ozma" was authorized 

by Dr. Lloyd Berkner. a long-t~ CIA consultant and Green Bahk's chief. 

Other CIA sources of UFO data include Intelligence Reports (IR's),* 

academic/scientific research projects sponsored by the CIA, the CIA's 

Foreign Broadcast Infonnation Service ( FBIS), and a link between the 

Pentagon's National Military Command Center (NMOC) and the CIA•s. Operations 

Center known as "DOO Talker." In recent years, the CIA has received UFO 

data from civilian informants such as Dr. Bruce Maccabee, a leading 

civilian UFO researcher and advocate. Maccabee has had a nunber of 
• 

*Includes photos by space- or ground-based tracking systems. 
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&ecret meetings with CIA officials about U80s, prlinarily with Kit Green 

and Ron Pandolfi, and at their request gave &everal briefing& on UFDs 

to CIA employees. Pandolfi, in turn, has provided Maccabee with FBIS 

translations of Soviet news accounts of UFD sightings and other consid­

erations. 

Previous FOIA Litigation 

In September 1977, the requester, acting as director of research for 

GSW,· Inc., a Phoenix-ba5ed UFO re&earch group, retained New York attorney 

Peter Gersten to file an FOIA lawsuit (GSW vs. CIA). In ~uly 1978, at a 

status call hearing on the action in U.S. District Court, Washington, DC, 

the suit was emended to allow GSW to seek all ufo-related docunents in the 

CIA's files. On Dec. 15, 1978, the CIA released about 900 pages of documents 

in accordance with the Stipulation & Order that had been agreed upon in 

July. The CIA claimed to be withholding only 57 documents. The CIA was granted 

a 60-day extension by the Court to account. for its voluminous deletions 

in the released documents and file affidavits as to its purported search 

of files. The CIA exceded the extended deadline by 28 days. 

Analysis of the documents released by the CIA found references to over 

200 other UBO-related documents the CIA had failed to find and/or acknow­

ledge. Moreover, it was determined that the CIA had failed to find and/or 

acknowledge any docunents related to its analysis of the UFO data collected 

during emergency studies of UFOs, any interim or final reports based upon 

these analyses, or any contacts with civilian UFO witnesses other than 

those mentioned in a.discovery motion filed by GSW's attorney. In short, 

it was overwhelmingly clear the CIA's claims in its filing with the Court 

were intentionally deceptive. 

Accordingly, attorney Gersten set about to file a motion, "An Order 

To Show Cause Why The CIA Should Not Be Held In Contempt Of Court." This 

motion was filed 31 days after the CIA canpleted its filing. Althoqgh the 

CIA had surpassed the 90 days allotted to it in the Stipulation by 88 

days, the CIA filed an Out Of Time motion, citing the fact GSW had filed 
• 

one day late. Judge John Pratt upheld the CIA's motion and dismissed GSW's, 

thereby effectively ending the litigation and the public's opportunity 
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to learn the truth about the CIA's involvement with UFO&. 

To add in&ult to injury, in March 1979 requester learned that Dr. 

Bruce Maccabee had been meeting with CIA officials about UFOs. One of 

thes-e ·official& was Chris-topher C. "Kit" Green, the head of the CIA'fr 

Weapon& & Electronics department, which include& UAJs., psychic phenomena, 

and mind control experliuents.. Green revealed to Maccabee that he had been 

the cus.tcdian of the- .CIA's UFO filtls (reposinq in one department, nbt 

scattered about as the CIA represented), which he &aid contained some 

15,000 document&, all of which he clalined to have turned over to the CIA's 

Freedom of Information Staff in response to GSW's FOIA lawsuit. It would 

appear, then, that the CIA hierarchy made a decision to lie about 14,000 

docunents which were never acknowledged to GSW, the Court or the Arrerican 

public. 

Green' & statments about the volume of the UFO holdings make a great 

deal more sense than the Agency'& official claim that after 30 yoal'S of 

UFO activity it had generated only 900 docunents, which would mean it 

originated or received only about 30 document& a year. The requester 

received over 400 pages of documents. from other agencies on the 1975 flap 

under the. FOIA, alone. And contrast the 30-a-yearaverage to the 

fact that in 1952 alone the Air Force received over 1,500 UFO reports. 

Green's claim of 15,000 documents would be tremendously more representative 

of reality than the CIA's absurd cla~ about the totality of its filesl 

THE CLOSING ARGUMENT 

In the late 1970s, President J~y Carter and his science advisor, 

Dr. Frank Press, attempted to persuade NASA to undertake a new study of 

UFD& or to at least becane the "focal point" for UFO-related inquiries. 

NASA, however, acting upon advice fran the CIA and the Air Force, would 

only agree to answer UFO-related queries with a form letter re-stating 

the Air Force's public disclallner adopted af~r the Condon debunking 

operation. It was .evident NASA did not want to subject itself to a major 

public relations boondoggle related to the public's expectations·. for a 

more open and honest policy on UFOs, which even NASA couldn't provide. 
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Unfortunately, there is very little middle ground in the UFO con­

troversy. On one s~e there is a small but powerful group of debunkers 

who call themselves "skeptics." Their position is basically that UFOs 

cannot possibly be extraterrestrial spacecraft or alien visitors/intruders, 

and therefore every UFO report can and must be explained away and diGmis.sed. 

The so-called "skeptics" have an inordinate degree of influence in main­

stream scientific and academic circles, even though same of the leading 

"5keptics" have served a5 propagandists for the CIA or the intelligence 

carmnnity. 

On the other side are UFO believers., carmonly called "UFOlogists." 

They are an alrnos t exact reverse mirror llnage of the "skeptics, " in that 

while the "5keptics" feel canpelled to dismiss everything, the "UFDlogists" 

are willing to believe just about anything. Thus, the UFO believers are 

prone to being exploited by hoaxers and pathological liars, as evidenced in 

recent years by the spread and, ac~t.ance of v/ild. Stories. about vast under­

ground alien bases in New Mexico, captured alien spacecraft being flown 

at "Area 51" in Nevada, captive aliens with a preference for &trawberry 

ice cream, crashed saucers a-go-go with relatives and friends telling tales 

handed down by departed loved ones, a wcrnan abducted fran her New York 

apartment by alien creatures in full view of the head of the United Nations 

(who happ:ned to be pcu:.sing by), a Gulf Breeze, Florida man whose special 

relationship with alieris. seems. rrore likely a kinship with trick photography, 
and on and on and on. 

Most of the urologists are not stupid or crazy; many of them are 

in fact quite intelligent, well-educated and otherwise lead relatively 

normal lives. It would be easy--and very wrong--to di51Tlis5 UFDlogi5~s 

as. kooks and thereby justify ignoring the subject of UFOs or regard~ 

it as insignifican~. for that is precisely the goal of counter-propaganda, 

disinformation and lies. One can always find excesses. and extremes in any 

movement, but one must. never lose s.ight of the underlying righteousnes.s· 

of a gocx:l cause or allow mockery and scorn to be us.ed to undermine logic. 

Art 11 · t · t the proponent5 that make the best cas.e for UFOs, but .. era ,1 1sno 

rather the government's awn records released under the FOIA, particularly 

thos.e related to the 1975 flap over SAC bases. and missile sites.. 
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Sadly, anyone who att6npts to apply objective rules of evidence ln the 

UFO field stands. a gocd chance of being harass.ed by the "s.keptics," on 

one hand, or being branded as a heretic by UFO believers., on the other. 

Now throw in psychological warfare by the CIA, disinfonnation, mis.info~­

ation, and deceptive statenents and pronouncements by the government in 

general, and the final results. can only be confusion and an obfuscation 

of the truth. 

The _pnrpose of this request is to begin to set the record straight on 

government's handling of the UFO problem. And isn't it about time? Even 

the much-despised KGB has. opened up its UFO files. What does it s.ay about 

Arrerica when the CIA can't do the same thing? 

Reportedly, CIA officer Ron Pandolfi has been telling people that the 

OCI ordered a review of the CIA's files late last year and, lo and behold, 

a large cache of UFO-related documents was discovered. Pandolfi cla~ 

the recently-found records will "substantially up-:-gra:le the data base on 

UFOS." If true, these ::.tatements are the first indication the CIA might 

be taking ::.teps to clear the air. 

In the past, CIA representatives have repeatedly made deceptive 

statements about the Agency's interest in and involvement with UFOS. These 

attempts to mislead the public and pres::. persua:le one to believe the CIA 

has shameful secrets related to its involvement with UFOS that it feels 

compelled to protect. Partly, this may be due its use of the semi-legal 

Domestic Contact Service to collect UFO data. It might also be to block 

di::.covery of its highy secret takeover of UFO sb.~ies fran the Air Force 

in 1957-58. More clearly, the CIA has gone to great lengths to prevent 

di::.closure of same of its conclusions about UFOs. If these conclusions 

had been negative--that UFOs were explainable and therefore dismissed-­

they would have no doubt been released during the previous FOIA suit. 

The fact the existence of the conclusions was not even acknowledged can 

only mean the CIA has deteDmined same UFOs are alien intruders . 

• 



Central Intelligence Agency -15- Feb, 7, 1994 

FOIA REQUEST 

The most troubling aspect of the 1975 flap over SAC bases 

and missile sites was not that UFOs were able to hover within 
a 

10 feet of missile silo, or within 150 feet of nuclear bombs, 

but rather that 25 years of secrecy and lies about UFOs had 

caused great confusion among our forces, making our most vital 

and sensitive installations vulnerable to such probes. This 

paradox Was typified by the conduct of USAF Gen. Bob Chapman, 

the former commanding officer of Loring Air Force Base, Maine 

(c. 1975), who in 1979 tried to convince a Japanese TV inter­

viewer that the UFOs which hovered over Loring•s nuclear weapons 

storage area three nights in a row in late October 1975 were 

"tourists" in helicopters.* 

Consider, then, this request as an opportunity to prove 

the validity of the CIA's motto, taken from the Bible, which 

contends that the truth shall set us free. 

Clearly, when it comes to UFOs, everyone--including the 

government--has been imprisoned by all the lies. 

Please respond in a timely fashion. 

Most sincerely; 

w. Todd Zechel 

Director of Research 
Associated Investigators Group 

cc: 
Vice President Al Gore, The Capitol 
U.S. Senator Herb Kohl, D-Wisconsin 
U.S. Senator Russ Fiengold, 0-Wisconsin 
Rep. Scott Klug, R-Wisconsin 
Director of Ce_ntral Intelligence, James Woolsley 
White House Science Advisor, Jack Gibbons 
AIG 

* Gen. Chapman was interviewed at the Pentagon, surrounded by 

spin doctors from the Air Force Office of Information, by Mr. 

Junichi Yaoi, Nippon TV Network, Tokyo, Japan. Yaoi was a 

producer for Nippon's series, "The Thursday Night Special," 
- . 

at the. time ·J<'\pan' s number-one.,...ra,.ted TV series. 'I' he requester 

served as co-producer and· technical consultant for that part ic­

ular 90-minute special, "The CIA & UFOs." 
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Request for Waiver of Search Fees 

Ass.ociated~ Investigators Group (AIG) is a non-profit assoCiation.of 

present and former professional investigators. Its members include fanner 

government intelligence and security agents. AIG's goal is to apply rig1d 

rules of evidence and high standards of investigative journalism, using 

intelligence-type methOO.s of collection and analysis, in order to fo.unulate 

and publish responsible, fact-filled conclusive reports. 

The results of AIG's investigations are published as Associated Inves­

tigators Report (AIR). These are distributed free of charge to news organ­

izations and interested citizens. The first report, "AIR-1," was distributed 

last fall, and has resulted in articles in 01NI, UFO and FATE magazines, 

as well as in nunerous newsletters and journal&. In the future, AIG plans 

to tackle a number of challenging issues and to reach out to more mainstream 

news organizations in an effort to make its infonmation available to a 

larger arrl broader segrrent of the public. 

AIG also intends to sul:rnit or spon&or important Freedan of Infonnation 

Act requests, and, if necessary, follow through with FOIA litigation. These 

requests will be prllnarily concerned with matters in which there is suspect­

ed misconduct on the part of government agencies and/or agents. 

AIG does not sell docunents or solicit memberships, nor does it sell 

information~ It functions prlinarily as a watchdog and information gatherer 

for the public. Therefore, AIG, in accordance with the provisions and intent 

of the Freedan of Information law, hereby requests that any and all search 

fees be waived, since the records being sought are primarily and substan­

tially in the public interest, and because any information it derives fran 

records released will be passed onto the public through the news media. 



Background of Requester and Request 

W. Tcdd Zechel, 50, is a native and current re5ident of the Madison 

area in Wi5consin. Fran 1963 to 1966 he served with the Army Security 

Agency (ASA), a canponent of the National Security Agency (NSA), during 

which he held a TOP SECRET/Crypto & Special Compartmentalized Intelligence 

security clearance. Zechel was a communications specialist, cryptographer 

and camcenter crew chief with NSA's Critical Intelligence Communications 

(CRITICOM) Relay Station-Korea, and in 1964 helped re-write Critican Oper­

ating Instructions (COl's) for NSA's worldwide network. 

Zechel later served as an undercover agent for another government agency 

·versus organized cr~ and helped rid Wisconsin of attempted penetrations 

by organized crime syndicates from Cleveland, Ohio, New York, NY, ·and Chicago. 

As a result of experiences with NSA, in- 1976 Zechel began a quest to 

establish the truth about UFOs. His intelligence background helped h~ 

seek out and become friends with such CIA notables as Arthur Lundahl, the 

late and great Director of the CIA's vaunted National Photographic.Inter­

pretation Center (NPIC), and Dr. Herbert "Pete" Scoville, the late and 

great Office of Scientific Intelligence chief and arms control advocate. 

In the course of Zechel's research, he has interviewed nurrerous A.ir 

Force and CIA officials about their involvements with UFOs, and has helped 

gain the release of thousands of UFO-related documents under the FOIA. 

This request is based upon nearly twenty years of investigations into 

the government's handling of UFOs, and it contains many revelations about 

the CIA and the Air Force which have never before been made public. 

Every effort has been made to make the disclosures in this request 

as accurate, candid and forthright as possible. However, certain sensitive 

information related to the detection of UFOs by satellite or ground-based 

electro-optical systems has been excltrled. 

Obviously, the world events of recent years have made unreasonable 

secrecy about UFOs. indefensible, and it is hoped this request will be the 

beginning of the end of it. 


